This study analyzes the works of scientists who defended their theses on criminal law at the universities of the Russian Empire. The chronological scope of the research is limited by the date of defense of the first and the last theses on criminal law which are known to the authors.
INTRODUCTION
The relevance of the paper is that in modern legal science there is no generalizing research on criminal law in the master's and doctoral theses of universities of the Russian Empire. At the same time, it should be noted that one of the authors of this article [1] , as well as A.D. Makiev [2] studied some issues of crime and punishment in the dissertation research in universities of the Russian Empire.
When studying catalogs of master's theses and doctoral dissertations defended in Russia, prepared by G.G. Krichevsky [4] , A.N. Yakushev [5] , as well as the Russian State Library [6] , it became clear that only 80 candidates out of 590 people who received master and doctoral degrees of laws, defended their theses on criminal law. It is about 14% of the total number of persons who got academic degrees for the period from 1814 to 1918.
Unfortunately, statistics on awarding of academic degrees are represented without Dorpat (Yuryev) University, as scientific specialties [7, c.4] were not spesified in Je.P. Ojssar's dissertation catalog [3] . However, the mentioned dissertators defended for a total of 90 theses.
Numerical variation can be explained by the fact that some applicants defended their doctoral dissertation after receiving a master's degree and it took place after a certain period of time.
DISCUSSION
Among 90 already mentioned dissertation research on criminal law, 58 (64%) master's theses and 32 (36%) doctoral dissertations were defended at the Faculties of Law in the Russian Empire.
The geography of theses defense on criminal law is the following [8]: Dorpat (Yuriev), Kazan, Kiev, Moscow, Novorossiysk, St. Petersburg, Tomsk, Kharkov Universities.
The first thesis on criminal law was defended in 1815 at Kharkov University by V.F. Titarev ("The Nature of criminal laws"). The last dissertation was defended in 1917 in Tartu (Yuryev) University by V.N. Shiryaev ("Bribery and lihodatelstvo in connection with the general doctrine of malfeasance").
As a rule, in the same place where a master's thesis was defended, a doctoral thesis was traditionally defended too (L.E.Vladimirov, Kharkov University; A.K. Vulfert, Moscow It is an interesting fact that in certain cases, the opponents on scientific specialty "Criminal Law" were scientists defended their master's and doctoral theses on other scientific specialty.
For example scientists defended his theses on the scientific specialty: civil law (Ja.S. 
CONCLUSION
Concluding the study on master's and doctoral theses devoted to the criminal law, we summarize some preliminary results:
1) The priority by the number of defended theses on criminal law belonged to the St. Petersburg (26 diss.) and Moscow (21 diss.) universities;
2) The main problems researched by the candidates for a degree in their works were questions of material and formal law. Among the topical issues of substantive law there were questions on history of development of some criminal law institutions and crime issues. Among the formal law topical issues there were the issues of the participants' institute in criminal proceedings;
3) In the pre-revolutionary period, the scientists had stable scientific relationships on the basis of the same university; 4) Interdisciplinary communication evolved and deepened between scientists from different fields of science.
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9.
The basis of thematic classification is a modern structure of criminal law, the process of judicial statistics as optimally structured.
10.
The proposed division is quite conditional as a number of dissertation research was devoted to both questions of criminal policy and problems of criminal law science, questions on history of criminal law and purely theoretical questions. ( Table 1 ) Distribution of dissertation research at universities
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